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Eight indicted in gambling, racketeering


By JOHN F. HAGAN and JOHN GRIFFITH


STAFF WRITERS





	Cleveland FBI agents arrested seven men yesterday following their indictment on racketeering and gambling charges and seized The Card Shop on Mayfield Rd. that has served the headquarters for the Cleveland Mafia family for decades.





	A four-count indictment charges the defendants with participating in a gambling, loan-sharking and bookmaking enterprise operation out of the Murray Hill shop from 1977 to 1987. Money from the illegal activities was paid to loyal members or associates of the Mafia, according to the indictment, and to protect The Card Shop enterprise by “making payoffs to law enforcement officials.”





	Indicted and arrested yesterday were William E. Dileno Sr., 51, of Cleveland Heights; Martin DeFabio, 60, of Mayfield Heights; George J. Argie, 57, of Moreland Hills; Gary P. Compola, 44, John C. Trunzo Sr., 49, and Joseph A. Spaganlo, 60, all of Cleveland; Salvatore R. Perconti Jr., 51, of Mayfield Heights. Zoltan P. Kalman, 44, of Warren, was also indicted but was not arrested yesterday.





	“This represents an end of an era,” said Joseph E. Griffin, special agent-in-charge of the Cleveland FBI office, during an interview in front of The Card Shop. “From this location, they ruled this hill. From this location, they ruled the streets of the city of Cleveland.”





	Griffin said the arrests and seizure of The Card Shop followed a six-year investigation by the FBI and the Justice Department’s Organized Crime Strike Force office here.





	Griffin said none of those arrested were actual members of the Cleveland Mafia family but were associates who conducted the illegal gambling business for the family.





	“We will continue this mopping-up operation for the next five to 10 years so nobody steps in,” Griffin said. “We’re giving the citizens of Cleveland a chance to be the first major industrial city in the country to be Mafia-free.”





	The indictment alleges Dileno and DeFabio served as managers and financiers of The Card Shop’s illegal gambling business and alleges Trunzo served as a collector of loan-shark debts.





	Argie, according to the indictment, participated in a sports betting and floating dice game in the Murray Hill area while Perconti, a city street department employee, helped cash checks of loan-shark victims and gamblers through his business, Continental Smokeshop.





	The indictment also alleges gambling operations at the Pineway Trails in Geauga County and bribery of law enforcement officials. Spaganlo allegedly served as manager of the Pineway Trails where casino gambling, poker, blackjack and other games were conducted, according to the indictment.





	Perconti, Compola and DeFabio were arrested while playing cards in the back room of the shop. Griffin said they offered no resistance and no weapons were found.





	Griffin said attempts by the FBI to search The Card Shop in the past were thwarted because a Cleveland policeman tipped off crime figures about the searches. Griffin would not identify the policeman.





	“This case will not be closed until this person, whose identity we know, is indicted and convicted,” he said.





	Police spokesperson Robert L. Bolton said the department was aware of the individual and had been in touch with the FBI about the case. He said no disciplinary measures had been taken against the policeman and that the department’s action against the policeman would be determined by the outcome of the FBI’s investigation.





	The indictment further alleges that Dileno and DeFabio used threats of violence to collect some debts.





	To collect debts owed by Edmund A. Stinn Jr. of Ed Stinn Inc., a Chevrolet dealership in Fairview Park, Stinn provided Spaganlo in November 1983 with a 1984 Buick Riviera, and in April 1984 a 1984 Chevrolet Celebrity, according to the indictment.





	Stinn, who was not charged in the indictment, also allegedly gave Argie, in July 1984, a 1984 Cadillac Biarritz and in March 1986, a 1986 Chevrolet Caprice Classic.





	The indictment did not specify what type of debt Stinn had incurred. He could not be reached for comment.





	Those arrested were freed yesterday on a $50,000 personal recognizance bond but must appear Tuesday in U.S. District Court and post $25,000 property bonds.





End
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`The Card Shop’ reign ends


Murray Hill shop was meeting place of mob, FBI says


By JOHN GRIFFITH


STAFF WRITER





	Behind an ordinary looking storefront on Mayfield Rd., separated from the front by a curtain hanging in a doorway, is a room that was once the headquarters of the Cleveland Mafia. The storefront is known simply as The Card Shop.





	Around the four card tables in the back room sat some of Greater Cleveland’s most infamous crime figures. Joseph E. Griffin, special agent-in-charge of the Cleveland FBI office here, said some of the area’s prominent lawyers and businessmen also frequented the place until it began attracting the attention of law enforcement officials.





	Yesterday afternoon, FBI agents and a deputy U.S. Marshal took possession of the Murray Hill shop after breaking up card games and arresting three of the players. The three men had just been secretly indicted by a federal grand jury on racketeering and gambling charges. Decks of playing cards were strewn over the four tables, and half-smoked cigars filled ashtrays as agents scurried to gather evidence.





	Griffin described the occasion as the end of an era and the beginning of “mopping up” the remnants of the Cleveland Mafia.





	The smallness of the storefront and its tiled floors, fading paint and cheap tables and chairs belied its history. James T. Licavoli, late boss of the Cleveland Mafia family, once sat at the back right table, the one that had a “VIP” sign above it.





	“This is where he (Licavoli) ordered the murders of Danny Greene and John Nardi and other organized-crime killings in the late 1970s,” Griffin said.





	In its heyday, The Card Shop brought in millions of dollars a year, Griffin said, but raids by federal agents reduced its profits. Much of The Card Shop’s secrets have been revealed by Carmen P. Zagaria, a former Cleveland drug kingpin, and Angelo A. Lonardo, Cleveland Mafia underboss.





	Several patrons from a tavern across the street apparently didn’t appreciate the visit by the FBI. They threw snowballs and eggs as agents posted a notice that The Card Shop had been seized by order of a U.S. Magistrate.





End
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Six sentenced in Card Shop gambling case


By HARRY STAINER


STAFF WRITER





	Six men have been sentenced in U.S. District Court for their roles in an illegal gambling business that operated from The Card Shop on Mayfield Rd. from 1977 to 1987.





	The Card Shop’s back room once served as headquarters for Cleveland’s Mafia family. The FBI has said the defendants were associates but not members of the Cleveland Mafia.





	Seven pleaded guilty last June and accepted plea agreements worked out by their lawyers and prosecutors for the Justice Department’s Organized Crime Strike Force.





	Sentencing for a seventh man, George J. Argie, 58, of Moreland Hills, was continued to Aug. 31 by U.S. District Court Judge Alice M. Batchelder.





	Those sentenced Monday and their fines were:





	-- William E. Dileno, 52, of Cleveland Heights, five years in prison and a $15,000 fine on a racketeering charge.





	-- Joseph A. (Joe Spaggs) Spaganlo, 61, of Cleveland, three years in prison and a $10,000 fine for racketeering.





	-- John Carmen Trunzo Sr., 60, of Cleveland, three years in prison on a racketeering charge, three years’ probation for operating an illegal floating dice game and a $10,000 fine.





	-- Gary Patrick Compola, 45, of Cleveland, two years in prison and a $5,000 fine for racketeering.





	-- Salvatore R. (Sam Bones) Perconti Jr., 52, of Mayfield Heights, two years in prison and a $2,000 fine for racketeering.





	-- Zoltan P. (Zoltie) Kalman, 45, of Warren, one year and a day and a $2,000 fine for operating a gambling game.





	All six were given 30 days to report to the U.S. Marshal. Argie also pleaded guilty to gambling. His plea agreement recommended a three-year prison term.





	A forfeiture hearing for Argie, Spaganlo and Perconti on property seized, including cars, money and The Card Shop, will be next Wednesday.





	An eighth man, Martin N. DeFabio, pleaded guilty last year to racketeering and, after dropping out as government witness, was sentenced in May to six years in prison.





	The four-count indictment alleged Dileno and DeFabio were managers of The Card Shop. Compola managed the gambling business. Trunzo collected loan-shark debts, Argie participated in sports betting, Perconti helped cash checks of loan-shark victims and gamblers, and Spaganlo managed a site in Geauga County where there was gambling.





End








