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FBI ARRESTS SIX MEN ON CHARGES LINKED TO MOB DRUG OPERATION 


Author: Associated Press 


Article Text: 


A Brunswick man and another from Sagamore Hills were among six arrested �TuesDAY, on federal drug charges linked to a multimillion-dollar drug ring that led to a life prison sentence for mobster and government informant Angelo �Lonardo, authorities said. 


The six were arrested without incident, the FBI said, but two others �remained at large. 


The FBI said it is still searching for Savaltore P. "Sammy" Scalish, 32, �also of Sagamore Hills, who is either a nephew or grandson of deceased �Cleveland mob leader John Scalish. Scalish's charges carry a possible 95 years in prison and $190,000 in fines. 


Also sought is William M. Laszlo Jr., no age given, formerly of Brooklyn, �Ohio. His charges carry up to 99 years and $200,000 fine. 


The FBI said the eight men were indicted as alleged midlevel managers of a �drug trafficking operation formerly run by Carmen Zagaria, Joseph Gallo and �Thomas Sinito. Those three and Lonardo are serving prison sentences. 


Joseph Griffin, special agent in charge of the Cleveland FBI office, said �charges included running an interstate marijuana and narcotics trafficking �operation, conspiracy to obtain and distribute marijuana, cocaine and �methaqualone, possession of marijuana and cocaine with intent to distribute, �interstate travel in aid of racketeering and the use of telephones to arrange drug distribution. 


The offenses allegedly occurred between 1978 and 1982. 


Arrested were: 


Samuel M. Bontempo Jr., 39, Sagamore Hills. His charges carry a maximum of �70 years in prison and a $150,000 fine. Bond was set at $35,000 cash. 


Kenneth W. Odom, 35, Brunswick. His charges carry up to 103 years in prison and a $250,000 fine. Bond was set at $25,000. 


Russell J. Papalardo, 44, Seven Hills. His charges carry a possible sentence of up to 99 years in prison and $220,000 fine. His bond was set at $60,000 �surety. 


Lester R. Williams, 32, Willoughby. His charges carry up to 99 years in �prison and a $220,000 fine. He posted a $75,000 bond. 


John F. Absher, 31, formerly of Cleveland but most recently living in �Phoenix under the name of Willard Lee Smith. His charges carry up to 100 years in prison and a $200,000 fine. His bond was set at $150,000 by a magistrate in Phoenix. 


Ronald S. Anselmo, 30, a former Cleveland resident now serving an eight-year sentence for a previous narcotics conviction. His charges carry up to 95 years in prison and a $190,000 fine. ds 
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